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Bill No. and Title:  Senate Bill No. 2749, S.D.1, Relating to Child Support Guidelines. 
 
Purpose:  Amends the child support guidelines requirements to provide for more opportunity 
for the public to be involved in the review of the guidelines and to require consideration of 
additional factors relating to the situation of the parents. 
 
Judiciary's Position:  
 
The Judiciary respectfully opposes this Bill in its current form, and submits proposed 
modifications to address our concerns.  We note that the modifications proposed herein have 
been reached after negotiation with the Department of the Attorney General and allows the Child 
Support Enforcement Agency to be in compliance with the Final Rule.  
 
We respectfully propose the following modifications to the Bill: 
 
1.    On Page 3, lines 12-15: the lines should read: “…other relevant background factors in the 
case [;] .  [provided that]  Incarceration [shall] may not be treated as voluntary unemployment in 
establishing or modifying an order of support. The factors listed above shall be considered if 
imputation of income is determined to be appropriate for incarcerated individuals.”  
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2.     On Page 5, line 4:  the line should read:  “…compliance with an order of support; as 
provided by Agency.” 
 
3.    On Page 5, lines 5 and 6: the lines should read: “(2) Analyze case data, gathered through 
sampling or other methods, as provided by the Agency, on the application of and deviations from 
the…”.  
 
4.    On Page 5, lines 11-13: the lines should read: “…support amount. The analysis shall also 
include a comparison of payments on child support orders by case characteristics, as provided by 
the Agency, including whether the order was…”. 
 
5.     Add a new section to this bill to amend HRS § 571-52.5 by adding a new subsection (b). 
HRS § 571-52.5 should read:  
 
[§571-52.5]  Guidelines to determine child support amounts.   

(a) When the court establishes or modifies the amount of child support required to be 
paid by a parent, the court shall use the guidelines established under section 576D-7, except 
when exceptional circumstances warrant departure.  

(b) Whenever the court imputes income, deviates from the guidelines, or the child 
support order is issued by default, it shall note the same, including the amount of income 
imputed and the child support amount that would have been required under the guidelines, in the 
order for income withholding issued at the time that child support is ordered. 
 
With these modifications, the Judiciary would respectfully support the Bill, as amended. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in this matter. 
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February 22, 2018 
 
TO:   The Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
   Senate Committee on Judiciary 
     
   The Honorable Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
   Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
     
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: SB 2749 SD1 – RELATING TO SUPPORT GUIDELINES 
 
   Hearing: Friday, February 23, 2018, 9:55 a.m. 
     Conference Room 211, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports this 

administration measure and provides comments. 

PURPOSE:  The purposes of this bill are to amend the child support guidelines 

requirements to provide for more opportunity for the public to be involved in the review of 

the guidelines and to require consideration of additional factors relating to the situation of 

the parents. 

DHS takes no position regarding the process to or considerations required to 

establish child support guidelines.   

If this measure does not pass and the Child Support Enforcement Agency’s (CSEA) 

funding is affected, CSEA’s ability to collect and pass on the child support payments to DHS 

will impact DHS.   Currently funds received from CSEA are returned to HMS 211 which is used 

to issue financial benefits to families with minor children. 

For background purposes, as a condition of eligibility for financial assistance through 

the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or the state funded Temporary 
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Assistance for Other Needy Families (TAONF), all individuals are required to assign to the 

state any rights the individuals may have to receive child, spousal, or medical support, per 

section 17-653-17(a), Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR).  Failure to comply with this 

assignment may result in termination of financial assistance to the entire household.  See 

section 17-653-17(d), HAR. 

This process of assignment is one part of the Personal Responsibility and Work 

Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 1996 that mandated states penalize TANF 

recipients' benefit amounts if recipients do not cooperate with the CSEA in establishing child 

support. 

As required, DHS regularly refers TANF/TAONF recipients to CSEA to establish child 

support orders.  Currently, CSEA then collects child support payments from non-custodial 

parents, and those funds are returned to DHS per the signed assignment.  Funds received 

from CSEA are returned to HMS 211, program ID for cash assistance used for TANF and 

TAONF benefit payments.  

Thus far, in state fiscal year (SFY) 2018 CSEA collection to date for TANF and TAONF 

households (July 2017-January 2018) is: $1,868,815.04.  In last two fiscal years, CSEA has 

remitted to DHS: 

 SFY 2017:  $4,252,102.74 and 

 SFY 2016:  $4,996,455.99. 

In comparison to the total annual TANF budget of $98.9 million, the impact to DHS 

programs may not be immediate and apparent.  However, with the recent federal tax reform, 

and proposed changes to health and human services programs currently being discussed at 

the federal level, we are concerned with any loss of funding to families with minor children.   

As we continue to analyze this issue through session and we monitor discussion on the 

federal level, we will update the legislature in our testimony. 

Child support is an important source of income for families with children; passing 

this measure will support the state's compliance with federal law.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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